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Overview of What parents and teens 
need to know about the graduated licensing law 



You can read about the graduated licensing 
law on The Center’s Website.  

• The Center Of Utica Multilingual Materials | The Center 
(thecenterutica.org)

• It is available in Arabic, Burmese, Karen, Russian and English 

• More information can be found on the  at New York DMV | The 
Graduated License Law and Restrictions for Drivers under 18 (ny.gov)

• It is very important that both teens and parents understand the rules 
about teen driving .   

https://www.thecenterutica.org/community-resources/multilingual-materials/community-traffic-safety-education-project
https://dmv.ny.gov/younger-driver/graduated-license-law-and-restrictions-drivers-under-18


• Because of in experience 
young drivers are more likely 
to crash. 
• This NYS GDL law saves lives by 

helping teens gradually build 
safe driving skills and 
experience. 
• 80% decrease in crashes for 16 

& 17 yr olds. 
• As a parent you get to be a 

good role model for your 
children.  



3 phases of licensing 
1. Junior permit – minimum age 16yrs

Pass written test, supervised driving

2. Junior License – allows for some 
unsupervised driving with curfew and 
passenger restrictions. 

3. Unrestricted Driver License-
minimum age is 18 years old



Phase One
16 yrs old
Proof of identification 
Study 
complete an application
Pass written test and eye test

Supervised driving with a 
licensed driver over 21yrs old 
Practice driving for at least 50 
hours with at least 15 hours 
after sunset.  



Junior Permit Holders drive only 
under supervision by a licensed 
driver over 21 years old. (if not a 
parent only drive daytime) 

No front seat passengers other 
than supervising driver.

If don’t follow rules could get 
fines of $75-100 
Jail: maximum of 15 days 



Phase 2 (Junior License) 
• Junior permit for min of 6 

months
• 5 hour pre licensing course
• Completed 50hrs supervised 

driving
• Parents fill out supervised 

driving certification form
• Pass Road Test 



• Junior License Restrictions 
• May Drive without supervision
• School courses
• Work 
• Other school extracurricular activities

Only one other person in car with them 
under 21 years old unless passengers are 
immediate family. 

With supervising licensed  driver over 21 
yrs old no restrictions on number of 
passengers (as long as each is properly 
restrained. )



Suspensions &  Revocations 
Using any electronic device is against 
the law for all drivers.  
• 1st conviction 120 day suspension 

and 5 points. 
• 2nd conviction within 6 months of 

restoration results in revocation of 
at least one year for a permit and 5 
points. 
• Zero tolerance under 21 yrs cannot 

legally drive with a blood alcohol 
content of .02 or above ( this level 
could occur from using mouth wash)  
• expect fees fines and revocation 

possible immigration problems.  



Parents can monitor teen driving 
by enrolling in TEENS program. 
Will require you to access the 
internet. 

Parents control the keys to a 
vehicle.  
And if think child is not being 
responsible parents can cancel 
the teen’s permit or junior 
license. 



Phase 3 : Unrestricted License
Will be mailed to junior license 
holders on their 18th birthday. 

If take a driver education course 
a can apply for full license at 17 
– and will still have to follow 
GDL restrictions. 

Safe driving takes practice.  



• Practice, Practice, Practice. 

• Follow the rules and restriction



The Center Of Utica Multilingual Materials | The Center 
(thecenterutica.org)

It is available in Arabic, Burmese, Karen, Russian and English 

More information can be found on the  at New York DMV | 
The Graduated License Law and Restrictions for Drivers 
under 18 (ny.gov)

It is very important that both teens and parents understand 
the rules about teen driving .   

https://www.thecenterutica.org/community-resources/multilingual-materials/community-traffic-safety-education-project
https://dmv.ny.gov/younger-driver/graduated-license-law-and-restrictions-drivers-under-18
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